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  IN THE NAME OF JESUS   
 

*Indicates to Stand 
 

*OPENING PRAYER 
P:  Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the 
Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our 
attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as 
a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a 
faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life 
and hope.  Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His 
beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this 
season of Lent for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and 
keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 
 
*SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy. 
P: O Christ, 
C: have mercy. 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy. 
P: O Christ, 
C: hear us. 
P: God the Father in heaven, 
C: have mercy. 



P: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
P: God the Holy Spirit, 
C: have mercy. 
P: Be gracious to us. 
C: Spare us, good Lord. 
P: Be gracious to us. 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
P: By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your 

baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your 
glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter: 

C: Help us, good Lord. 
P: In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 

death; and in the day of judgment: 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
P: We poor sinners implore You 
C: to hear us, O Lord. 
P: To prosper the teaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and 

meditation; to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; and to give 
heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P: To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, 
the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayer; 
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on 
us all: 

C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P: To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, 

persecutors, and slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C: we implore You to hear us. 
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,   

C: have mercy. 
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P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: grant us Your peace. 
P: O Christ, 
C: hear us. 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy. 
P: O Christ, 
C: have mercy. 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy. Amen. 
P: O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn 

from their wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on 
the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust 
and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may 
obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
(After prayer congregation may be seated) 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

The pastor and assistant receive ashes first, followed by the 
congregation.  Using the right thumb, the pastor/assistant places 
the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, 
saying: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
After receiving the ashes, each person returns to their seat. 

 
HYMN FOR THE ASHES:            “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”   # 419  
                    (melody from TLH) 

 

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee Low we bow the adoring knee; 
When, repentant, to the skies Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
O, by all Thy pains and woe Suffered once for us below, 
Bending from Thy throne on high, Hear our penitential cry! 

  

2 By Thy helpless infant years, By Thy life of want and tears, 
By Thy days of deep distress In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread, mysterious hour Of the insulting tempter’s pow’r, 
Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; Hear our penitential cry! 
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3 By Thine hour of dire despair, By Thine agony of prayer, 
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies O’er the dreadful sacrifice,  
Listen to our humble sigh; Hear our penitential cry! 

 
4 By Thy deep expiring groan, By the sad sepulchral stone, 

By the vault whose dark abode Held in vain the rising God, 
O, from earth to heav’n restored, Mighty, reascended Lord, 
Bending from Thy throne on high, Hear our penitential cry! 

 
 
 

We continue with  

DIVINE SERVICE,  SETTING THREE               LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK P. 184–202 

 

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                  P. 184–185 

 
*INTROIT:       Liturgical Text; Psalm 1-3a, 3c   P. 186 
P: You have mercy on all, O Lord, 
C: and abhor nothing You have made. 
P: You look past the sins of men that they may repent. 
C: You spare them all because You are our Lord, our God. 
P: Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, 
C: for in You my soul takes refuge; 
P: in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge, 
C: till the storms of destruction pass by. 
P: I cry out to God Most High, 
C: to God who fulfills His purpose for me. 
P: He will send from heaven and save me. 
C: God will send out His steadfast love and His faithfulness! 

 
*GLORIA PATRI and *KYRIE      P. 186 

 
Turn to Page 189: (Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Lent) 

 
*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY               P. 189 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING: Joel 2:12–19    P. 190 
P: “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all your 
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your 
hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and 
He relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for 
the LORD your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a 
solemn assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 
assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the 
bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. Between the 
vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and 
say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, and make not Your heritage a reproach, a 
byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’” Then the LORD became jealous for His land and had 
pity on His people. The LORD answered and said to His people, “Behold, I 
am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will 
no more make you a reproach among the nations.” 

 
GRADUAL:      Psalm 57:1, 3     P. 190 
P: Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, 
C: for in You my soul takes refuge. 
P: He will send from heaven and save me; 
C: He will put to shame him who tramples on me. 

 
EPISTLE READING:    Ephesians 1:3–14    P. 190 
P: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us for 
adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the 
praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved. 
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon 
us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on  
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earth. In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 
be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also, when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in Him, were sealed with 
the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory. 

 
(The Alleluia and Verse are omitted during Lent) 

 
*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21         P. 190–191 
P: Jesus said: “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other 
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from 
your Father who is in heaven. Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. And when you 
pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you 
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is 
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . .  And 
when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and 
wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your 
Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 

 
*NICENE CREED:           (spoken by all)     P. 191 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:          “Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing” # 421 

 
SERMON 

 
OFFERING:      (as the offerings are being gathered to glorify our Lord, please  
                sign and pass the red attendance booklet found in the pew) 

 
*OFFERTORY                P. 192–193 

 
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH            P. 193 

 
*PREFACE–*SANCTUS                  P. 194–195 

 
*LORD’S PRAYER        P. 196 

 
*THE WORDS OF OUR LORD–*AGNUS DEI                        P. 197–198 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 “My Song Is Love Unknown”     # 430 
 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”     # 609 

 
*NUNC DIMITTIS–*BENEDICTION                          P. 199–202 

 
*CLOSING HYMN:         “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”  # 418 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


