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HOPE FOR LIFE 
But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is 
in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. . . (1 Peter 3:15) 
 

*Indicates to stand 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, *SHARING OF THE PEACE, *OPENING PRAYER 

 
OPENING HYMN:                “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”          # 490 

 
*INVOCATION  
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: AMEN. 

 
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! O Lord, hear my voice!  
C: Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!  
 
P: If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  
C: But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.  
 
P: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  
C: My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 
more than watchmen for the morning. O Lord of might and mercy, Who 
made us to hope for life in You, we confess that we have sought hope in 
ourselves instead and stolen hope from our neighbors. We have sinned 
against what You command and against what You create. Our 
selfishness has closed our hearts, our ears and eyes and hands, to Your 
Word of truth and love. As we have no hope apart from Your grace, 
forgive us and redeem us for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
P: O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
and with Him is plentiful redemption. He will redeem Israel from all his 
iniquities. Christ Jesus died for your trespasses and rose for your 
justification. Upon this your confession, and under His authority, I, as a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 



*INTROIT: Psalm 65:5; 146:5-9 
P: By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, O God  
 of our salvation, 
C: the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas;  
P: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C: whose hope is in the Lord his God,  
P: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
C: who keeps faith forever;  
P: who executes justice for the oppressed, 
C: who gives food to the hungry.  
P: The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the 

blind. 
C: The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves  
 the righteous.  
P: The Lord watches over the sojourners; He upholds the widow  
 and the fatherless,  
C: but the way of the wicked He brings to ruin. 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:          “O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire” # 553 
 
*COLLECT 
P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of 
faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may 
love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
C: Amen.  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 29:4-14 
R: “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles 
whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and 
live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have 
sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do 
not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into 
exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 
your welfare.  For thus says the LORD of hosts,  the God of Israel:  Do not let  
 

2 

your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do 
not listen to the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they are 
prophesying to you in My name; I did not send them, declares the LORD. 
“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I 
will visit you, and I will fulfill to you My promise and bring you back to this 
place. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for 
wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will 
call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear you. You will seek 
Me and find Me. When you seek Me with all your heart, I will be found by 
you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you 
from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares 
the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into 
exile. 
R: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING: 1 Peter 3:15-22 
R: But in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit, in which He went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because 
they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds 
to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to Him. 
R: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN OF ACCLAMATION:    “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” # 350 
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*HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 4:1-9, 26-32 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 
C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
P: Again Jesus began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd 
gathered about Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, 
and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. And He was 
teaching them many things in parables, and in His teaching He said to 
them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell 
along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. Other seed fell on 
rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang 
up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose it was scorched, 
and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other 
seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing 
and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And He said, “He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”. . .  And He said, “The kingdom of God 
is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises night 
and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth 
produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the 
ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” And He said, “With what can we compare the kingdom 
of God, or what parable shall we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard 
seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the 
garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can 
make nests in its shade.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
*NICENE CREED:      (spoken together by all) 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
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ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He 
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:        “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” # 750 
                   vss. 1-4, 7 

 
SERMON 

 
OFFERING:     (as the offerings are being gathered to glorify our Lord, please 
                sign and pass the red attendance booklet found in the pew)  

 
*OFFERTORY:                 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  #955 

 
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:    (the response to each petition is shown below) P. 207 
P: Let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

 
WE NOW CONTINUE WITH THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT ON PAGE 208 
UNTIL I CAN SEE THIS  
*PREFACE – *SANCTUS       P. 208 

 
*LORD’S PRAYER – *AGNUS DEI            P. 209–210 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”    # 636 

 
*NUNC DIMITTIS – *BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION                      P. 211–212 

 
*CLOSING HYMN:                  “When Peace, like a River”  # 763 
 

 


