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*Indicates to Stand 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, *SHARING OF THE PEACE, *OPENING PRAYER 

 
OPENING HYMN:                        “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  # 733 

 
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                 P. 213–214 

 
*INTROIT:         Psalm 124:8; Psalm 98:1-3, antiphon Psalm 124:8  P. 214 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 

C: His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 

P: The Lord has made known His salvation; 

C: He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house                             
 of Israel. 

C: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as It was in 
 the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 



*KYRIE:                  “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”                   # 375 vss. 2 & 4 

 

 

 
Text: 1941 Public domain. Music: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS:        “Angels We Have Heard on High”  # 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–3) and Music: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY     P. 214 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the 
works of  darkness and put  upon  ourselves the armor of light now in the time of  
this mortal life in which Your Son,  Jesus Christ,  came to visit us in great humility,  
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that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
EXHORTATION TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE 
 

P:   Instead of handing over ourselves as instruments for unrighteousness, in 
this new year let us present ourselves to God as instruments for righteousness.  
Tonight we allow the Word of God and also  the words of some of the faithful 
who have come before us to urge us towards seven godly habits in the new year.  

 
P:  God has set us free to be a people gathering for worship, the Lord’s 
Divine Service to us.  
C:   The Word of the Lord says, “And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near.                                                 (Hebrews 10: 24-25) 

 
P:   A word from Didache, a document about our faith written in the first 
century: “He appeared in life, and demonstrated Himself in His baptism; how He 
that appeared is both God and man; He suffered for us by Thy permission, and 
died, and rose again by Thy power: on which account we solemnly assemble to 
celebrate the feast of the resurrection on the Lord's day, and rejoice on account 
of Him who has conquered death, and has brought life and immortality to light.” 

 
HYMN:                               “O Day of Rest and Gladness”                             # 906 v. 3  

 
P:  God has set us free to be a people confessing the faith. 
C: The Word of the Lord says, “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the 
peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations.”                             (Psalm 51:7) 
 

P:   A word from Martin Luther who lived in Germany in the sixteenth 
century, “Our preaching and confessing serve the purpose of bringing people to 
the knowledge of God so that He will be honored thereby. This is the reason why 
we are God’s servants and are called priests. Whatever we do, our teaching and 
our life ought to shine like a beacon of light to the greater knowledge, honor, and 
praise of God...St. Peter says  “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of Him 
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 
 

HYMN:                       “Lift High the Cross”                                # 837 v. 5-6 
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P:  God has set us free to be a people praying daily. 
C: The Word of the Lord says, “O Lord, God of my salvation; I cry out day 
and night before you. Let my prayer come before you;  incline your ear to my 
cry!”                                            (Psalm 88:1–2) 
 

P:   A word from Gregory the Theologian, the Archbishop of Constantinople 
in the fourth Century, “We ought to think of God even more often than we draw 
our breath; and if the expression is permissible, we ought to do nothing else.”  
Also, a word from Maximos the Confessor, a theologian who lived from 580-622 
AD, “He who loves God cultivates pure prayer, driving out every passion that 
keeps him from it.” 
 
HYMN:                        “Come, My Soul, with Every Care”                          # 779 v. 1-2 

 
P:  God has set us free to be a people studying the Word.  
C: The Word of the Lord says, “And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.”                       (Colossians 3:15-16) 
 

P:   A word from Irenaeus, a bishop of Lyons in the second century, “We have 
known the method of our salvation by no other means than those by whom the 
gospel came to us; which gospel they truly preached; but afterward, by the will of 
God, they delivered to us in the Scriptures, to be for the future the foundation 
and pillar of our faith.” 
 
HYMN:                       “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”  # 582  
 
P:  God has set us free to be a people giving sacrificially. 
C: The Word of the Lord says, “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 
may abound in every good work.                                                       (2 Corinthians 9:6–8) 
 

P:   Again a word from Irenaeus, a bishop of Lyons in the second century, 
“Therefore we must offer to God the firstfruits of His creation, as Moses said. 
Offerings are no longer offered by bondsmen, but by free men.  The Old 
Testament saints offered their tithes; but those who have received liberty set 
apart everything they have for the Lord’s use, cheerfully and freely giving them, 
not as small things in the hope of greater, but like that poor widow, who put her 
whole livelihood into the treasury of God.” 
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HYMN:                              “We Give Thee But Thine Own”               # 781 v. 1-2 

 
P:  God has set us free to be a people acting in mercy. 
C: The Word of the Lord says, “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”  
                                                       (Galatians 6:10) 
P:   A word from St. Basil the great, who was the Greek bishop of Caesarea in 
the fourth century, “The bread you do not use is the bread of the hungry. The 
garment hanging in your wardrobe is the garment of the person who is naked. 
The shoes you do not wear are the shoes of the one who is barefoot. The money 
you keep locked away is the money of the poor. The acts of charity you do not 
perform are the injustices you commit.” 
  
HYMN:                        “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”                      # 851 v. 3 
 

P:  God has set us free to be a people confessing our sins. 
C: The Word of the Lord says, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
                 (1 John 1:8–9) 
 

P:   Again a word from Martin Luther, “So we teach what a splendid, 
precious, and comforting thing Confession is. Furthermore, we strongly urge 
people not to despise a blessing that in view of our great need is so priceless. 
Now, if you are a Christian, then you do not need my pressuring but you will 
undoubtedly compel yourself to come to Confession and will beg me for a share 
in it.” 
 

HYMN:                       “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”                                   # 435 v. 3 
 

*PRAYER FOR OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD 

P: Let us pray.  O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way 
of Your commandments.  We implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts.  
Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever mindful of Your mercies and Your 
laws, we may always be directed to Your will and daily increase in love toward 
You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a godly life.  Help us 
to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His 
steps until we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in 
heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord 
C: Amen. 
 

*NICENE CREED 
 

OFFERING:       (as the offerings are being gathered to glorify our Lord, please 

                  sign and pass the red attendance booklet found in the pew)  
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*OFFERTORY:                 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”              # 358 vss. 13-14 
 

 

*PREFACE         P. 216 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary. . . one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER:      (spoken by all)     P. 217 
 

*THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                                           P. 217 
 

*SANCTUS:         “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                               # 367 vss. 4–5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and Music: Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

*PAX DOMINI        P. 217 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

*AGNUS DEI:                         “O Little Town of Bethlehem”               # 361 v. 4 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:                    “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide”  # 585 
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*POST-COMMUNION HYMN:       “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”      # 377 vss. 3–4 
 

*POST-COMMUNION COLLECT       P. 218 
P: Let us pray. . . 
C: Amen. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING 
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, we have been redeemed by Christ’s holy 
 precious blood and His innocent suffering and death. 
C: We have received the fruits of forgiveness from Jesus’ cross again 
 tonight. 
P: So then let us offer ourselves as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to 
 God. 
C: Let us resolve ourselves to gather to worship on the Lord’s Day, 
P: that we would receive the Lord’s gifts and blessings through His Son 
 Jesus. 
C: Let us proclaim the wonders of what God has done, 
P: for the Gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes. 
C: Let us pray to our Lord day by day, 
P: that we would turn to the Lord in our time of need and with thankfulness 
 in our hearts. 
C: Let us study the Word of our Lord, 
P: that we would meditate on our Lord’s way every day. 
C: Let us give sacrificially, 
P: and follow the example of our gracious God. 
C: Let us act mercifully, 
P: for the Lord has been merciful to us. 
C: Let us continually repent and confess our sins before the Lord, 
P: that we would receive His forgiveness to walk in newness of life. 
C: Lord help us by Your Spirit to do these things in this new year You have 
 given us.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION           P. 218 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and 
 be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                                     “Abide with Me”   # 878 
 

If you purchased poinsettias for the Sanctuary, you may 
take them home after this evening’s Worship Service.  

Wrappers are located on the Usher’s Table. Thank you! 
 

 


